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ISLAND EDUCATION 

Hope College biology and geology students and 	x. 

faculty beneath a banyan tree on Eleuthera Island, 
Bahamas. CONTRIBUTED 

Hope students study 
ecology on Bahamas . 

By Lisa.Ermak 
@hollandsentinel.com 	ONLY IN PRINT  • ; 
(616) 546-4219 

Hope College students 
and faculty members 
spent part of their winter 
break in the Bahamian 
sun. 

But the trip 	 wasn't all_ 
for pleasure; rather the 
goal was to learn about 
geology, biology and sus-
tainability on a small scale 
on a small island. 

Students completed a 
full semester of class work 
on campus in Holland 
before taking the nine-
day field trip to Eleu-
thera Island, Bahamas, 
Dec. 15-23. 

Brian Bodenbender, 
associate professor and 
chairman for the geo-
logical and environmen-
tal sciences departmerit 
at Hope, led the group, 
which stayed at The Is-
land School, a high school 
with strong connections 
to the scientific commu-
nity, research organiza-
tions and the Bahamian 
government. 

The school also has a 
very strong sustainability 
model, unlike the rest of 
the island. 

"What's striking about 
going to the Bahamas, you 
get to see the what it's like 
not having environmental 
regulations," Bodenbend-
er said. "(Students) get so 
exposed to the drum beat 
that regulation is bad." 

One of the goals of The 
Island School is to work 
with locals and teach 
them about ways to con-
serve energy and use more 
sustainable practices in 
their lives. 

The school generates 
almost 70 percent of its 
own energy through solar 
and wind power, focuses 
on reducing waste and 
collects water from the 
roof since ground water 
isn't drinkable. 

Students were prepared 
before the trip for the ma- 

jor lifestyle changes in- , 
volved with sustainability-
and preservation of water • 
on the island, including: . 

 only taking one shower a 
day that lasted no more 
than 30 seconds. 

Since the Bahamas is 
just now starting the dry 
season, water collected in 
December has to last four 
months. 

Hope student Leah. _ 
LaBarge said there were. - 
signs everywhere remind-
ing visitors about water 
conservation. 

"One sign in the bath-
room told us that a two 
minute shower used five 
days of drinking water," 
she said. "Living within 
the society of the Island 
Sch661, it wasn't hard to 
be conscientious of our 
energy and water use, but 
coming home, it is much 
more difficult." 

The school grounds is. 
also host to a small or-. 
chard, so the school can 
produce much of its own 
food and reduce excess 
waste. 

"The biggest part for me 
was looking at the amount 
of trash that is generated. 
If 100 high schoolers can 
generate less trash in an 
entire semester ... than 
what I make in two weeks, 
I should be making some 
changes in my life," said . 

Hope student Kristen 
Hasbrouck. 

Students also explored _ 
coral reefs, snorkeled and 
learned about the biology 
on the island during their . 
stay. 

"These are the problems 
on a small island, but the 
North American conti-
nent is just a big island," 
Bodenbender said. "The 
problems are kind of the -
same ... you pack enough -
people in North America, 
you end up with shortages - 
of water, problems of en-
ergy production." 
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